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Statutes and Rules, relating to the 
Inſpection and uſe of the Bri- 
tiſh Muſeum; - and for the bet- 
ter ſecurity, and preſervation of 


the ſame: : by order of the 
Truſtees, 


N Muſeum, tho' chiefly deſigned 
for the uſe of learned and ſtudious men, 
both natives and foreigners, in their 
| reſearches into the ſeveral parts of know- 
ledge; yet being a national eſtabliſh» | 

a3 - : ment, 
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ment, founded by authority of parlia- 


ment, it may be judged reaſonable, that 


the advantages accruing from it ſhould 


be rendered as general as poſſible. But 


as it is of a more extenſive nature, than 


any other before eſtabliſhed, it doth re- 
quire ſome particular rules and reſtric- 
tions relating to the inſpection, uſe and 


ſecurity thereof, ſuited to the nature of | 


its inſtitution ; the different quality of 


the things, of which it conſiſts ; and 


ſuch attendance of the officers. as may 


be juſtly expected from them. There- 


fore the Truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum, 
at a general meeting aſſembled, do here- 


by make, conſtitute, and eſtabliſh the 


ſtatutes, rules, and orginances follow- 


ing, viz. 
F 


To. 


J. 
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: I. That the MD be kept open 


day and Sunday in each week; and like- 


day, and all days, which are now, or 
ſhall hereafter be, ſpecially appointed for 
thankſgivings or faſts by e au- 


% & 


| thority. 


2. That between the months of Sep- 


5 = A 4. Fo tember 


The times when the Muſeum i is to be 


at the hours mentioned below, every 
: day throughout the year, except Satur- 


wiſe except Chriſtmas- day and one week 
after; one week after Eaſter- day and 
Whitſun- day reſpectively; Good Fri- . 


tember and April incluſive, from Mon- 
day to Friday incluſive, the Muſeum 
be opened from nine o'clock in the 
morning till three in the afternoon; 
and likewiſe at the ſame hours on Tueſ- 
day, Wedneſday, and Thurſday, in May, 


June, July, and Auguſt; but on Mon- 
day and Friday, only from four o'clock | 
to eight in the afternoon, during thoſe 


four months except at the times abovę 
excepted. . 


I. 


The 


Ty 3 

__ 

The manner of admiſſion to view the 
Muſeum. 


1. That ſuch ſtudious and curious 
perſons, as are deſirous to ſee the Mu- 
ſeum, ſhall make their application to 
the porter, in writing; which applica- 
tion ſhall contain their names, condi- 
tion, and places of abode; as alſo the 
day and hour at which they deſire to be 
admitted; and ſhall be delivered to him 
before nine in the morning, or between 
four and eight in the evening, on ſome 
preceding day: and that the ſaid names, 
together with the reſpective additions, 
ſhall be entered in a regiſter to be kept 
by the porter. And the porter ſhall, 
OE 25 


and is hereby required, to lay ſuch re- 


giſter every night before the principal 
librarian; or, in his abſence, before the 


under librarian, who ſhall officiate as 


ſecretary for the time being, or in his 


abſence, before one of the other under 
librarians ; to the end that the Princi- 
pal, or ſuch under librarian, may be in- 
formed, whether the perſons ſo apply- 
ing be proper to be admitted according 
to the regulations made, or to be made, 


by the Truſtees for that purpoſe, And 


if he ſhall judge them proper, he ſhall 


dire& the porter to deliver tickets to 


them, according to their requeſt, on 


their 11 71 a an time for the ſaid 
tickets. 


2. That 


[. 38 
2. That no more chin fifteen tickets 55 


be delivered out, for each hour of ad- 
mittance; which tickets, when brought 
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by the reſpective perſons therein named, 


are to be ſhewn to the porter; who is 
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thereupon to direct them to a proper 
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room appointed for their reception, til! MM 
their hour of ſeeing the Muſeum be 
come; at which time they are to deliver . 
their tickets to the proper officer of the _ 1 
firſt department. 1 | 105 i 


3- That the ſaid number of tickets : [7 bt 1 


be delivered for the admiſſion of com- 


pany at the hours of nine, or eleven, or 
one in the afternoon; and at the hours 1 
of four or ſix in the afternoon of thoſe NM 
days, in which the Muſeum is to 6 by 9 
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gpen at that time: and that, if applica. 


tion be made by a greater number of 
perſons, than can be accommodated on 
that day and hour, which they had 
named; the perſons laſt applying have 


tickets granted them for ſuch other day 
and hour, as will be moſt convenient for 
them; provided it be within ſeven days; 
a ſufficient number of tickets being or- 


dered to be left i in the hands of the POrs 


ter, for that purpoſe. 


4. That if any perſons having ob- | 
tained tickets, be prevented from mak- 


ing uſe of them, they be deſired to ſend 


them back to the porter in time; that 
other perſons wanting to ſee the Mu- 


ſeum may not be excluded. 


5. That 


e 
5. That the ſpectators may view the 
whole Muſeum in a regular order, they 
are firſt to be conducted through the de- 
partment of manuſcripts and medals; 
then the department of natural and ar- 
tificial productions; and afterwards the 
department of printed books, by the 
particular officers attending on that 


day. 


6, That two hours only be allowed 
to the ſeveral companies, for gratifying 
their curioſity i in viewing the Muſeum; 
and that none of the company go into 
any room, without one of the officers 


to attend them, 


7. That a catalogue of the reſpective 
: printed 


EM ]: 


printed books, manuſcripts, and other 


parts of the collection, diſtinguiſhed by 


numbers, be depoſited in ſome one room 


of each department, to which the ſame | 


ſhall reſpectively belong, as ſoon as the | 


fame can be prepared. 


8. That written numbers, anſwering | 


to thoſe in the catalogues, be affixed 


both to the books, and other parts of 


the collection, as far as can conveniently 


be done. 


9. That in paſſing through the rooms, 


if any of the ſpectators deſire to ſee any 


book, or other part of the collection, 


it be handed to them by the officer, as 


far as is conſiſtent with the ſecurity of 
3 the 
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T1 
the collection, to be judged of 675 1 the 
id officer; who is to reſtore it to its 


place, before they leave the room: that 
no more than one ſuch book, or other 
part of the collection, be delivered at a 
time to the ſame company: and that the 
officer do give the company any infor- 
mation they ſhall deſire, relating to that 
part of the collection which is under | 


his care. 


10. That upon the expiration of every 
two hours notice be given of it by ring- 


ing a bell; at which time the company 


ſhall remove out of the Multum, to 


make room for A new one. 


5 I. That the coins Sand medals, except 
| ſuch 
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mch as the po committee mall 
order, from time to time, to be placed 
in glaſs caſes, be not expoſed to view, | 
but by leave of the Truſtees, in a ge- 


neral meeting; or the ſtanding com- 


mittee; or of the principal librarian: 


that they be ſhewn between the hours 
of one and three in the afternoon by one | 
of the officers; who have the cuſtody of | 
them: that no more than two perſons | 
be admitted into the room to ſee them 


at the ſame time, unleſs by particular | 


leave of the principal librarian; who in 
ſuch caſe } 18 required to attend, together 
with the ſaid officer, the whole time: 


and that but one thing be taken or con- 


tinue out of the cabinets and drawers at 


a time, which is to be done by the of- 
| ficer, 


1 


17 
ficer, who ſhall replace it, before any 


— 


perſon preſent goes out of the room. 


12. That if any of the perſons, who 
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in the ſaid tickets, but before the two 


hours allotted them are expired, they 


be admitted. 


13. That the Muſeum be conſtantly 
hut up at all other times, but thoſe 


abovementioned. 


14. That if any perſons are deſirous 
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ner abovementioned, at any other times, 


provided 


and as often as they pleaſe 


that 


B 
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that no one petſon has tickets at the 

ſame time for more days than one. 1. 
1 That no children be admitted | 
into the Moſcum. 1 


16. That no officer, or ſervant, take 
any fee, reward, or gratuity, of any per- 
ſon whatſoever; except in ſuch caſes as 
are herein after mentioned, under the 
penalty of immediate diſmiſſion. 


1 


1. 


ing room, under the cuſtody of the of- 
| ficer of the ſaid room; who is to enter 


Ir 19, } 
III. 


The manner of admitting perſons, who 


defire to make uſe of the Muſeum for 

ſtudy; or ſhall have occaſion to con- 
ſult the ſame for evidence, or infor- 
mation. 


. That n no one be edmnitted to make 
uſe of the Muſeum for ſtudy, but by 
leave of the Truſtees, i in a general meet- 
ing, or the ſtanding committee: and 
that the ſaid leave be not granted! for a 


longer term than half a year, without 
2 freſh application. 


2. That a book be kept in the read- 
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therein the names of the ſeveral perſons 


who have leave of admiſſion, together 
with the reſpective dates of the orders 
of the Truſtees for that purpoſe, and the 


duration of the ſame. 


3. That a particular room be allotted 
for the perſons. ſo admitted, in which 
they may fit, and read or write, with- 
out interruption, during the time the 1 
Muſeum is kept open : that a proper 
officer do conſtantly attend in the faid 


room, ſo long as any ſuch perſon, or 


perſons, ſhall be there: and for the greater 


eaſe and convenience of the ſaid perſons, 


as well as ſecurity of the collection, it is 


expected; that notice be given in writing 


the day before, Wy each perſon, to the ſaid 
officer, 


the 


E 
officer, what book or manuſcript he will 
be deſirous of peruſing the following 
day; which book or manuſcript on ſuch 
requeſt, will be lodged i in ſome conve- 
nient place i in the ſaid room, and will 
from thence be delivered to him by the 


officer of the ſaid room: excepting how- | 
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ever ſome books and manuſcripts of great 
value, or very liable to be damaged, and 
on that account judged by the Truſtees 

not fit to be removed out of the library 


to which they belong; ; without particular 


leave obtained, of the Truſtees, in a ge- 


neral meeting, or the ſtanding com- 


mittce, for that purpoſe; a caialogue 
| whereof will be + by the officer of 
the reading room. 


B33 4. That 


4 * 1 


4. That fuch derten b. be allowed to 


take one or more extracts from any 


printed book, or manuſcript; and that 
either of the officers of the department, 
to which ſuch printed book or manu- 
ſcript belongs, be at liberty to do it for 
them, upon ſuch terms, as ſhall be 
8 agreed on between them. 


1. That the tranſcriber do not lay 


the paper, on which he writes, upon 


any part of the book, or manuſcript, he 


is uſing. 


6. That no whole manuſcript, nor 
the greater part of any, be tranſcribed, 


without leave from the Truſtees, in a 


general 


L 1 
| general meeting, or the ſtanding com- 
mittee. 


7. That every perſon ſo intruſted with 
the uſe of any book, or manuſcript, re- 
turn the ſame to the officer attending, 
before he. leaves the room. 


8. That if any perſon engaged in a 
work of learning, have occaſion to make 
a drawing of any thing contained in the 
2 department of natural and artificial pro- 
ductions, or to examine it more care- 
fully than can be done in the common 
Way of. viewing the Muſeum ; he is to 
apply to the Truſtees in a general meet- 
ing, or the ſtanding committee, for par- 
ticular. leave for that purpoſe : at not 

FO OY being | 


21. 

being thought proper, unleſs in parti- 
cular caſes, to have them removed from 
their places, and out of the fight of the 
officer who has the care of them. 


9. That whenſoever, and as often as 


any perion ſhall have occaſion to conſult 


or inſpect any book, charter, deed, or 


other manuſcript for evidence or infor- 4 


mation, other than for ſtudying, which 


is herein before provided for ; he 4 is to 


5 apply for leave ſo to do, to the Truſtees 


in a general meeting, or the ſtanding 


committee. But if the caſe ſhould re- 


quire ſuch diſpatch as that time cannot 
be allowed for making ſuch application, 
the perſon i is to apply for ſuch leave to 


his 


the Principal librarian ; or, in caſe of 


col 


be 


1 


his death or abſence, ſuch of the under 
librarians as ſhall officiate as ſecretary 
for the time being : which leave the 


principal librarian, or the under libra- 


rian officiating as ſecretary for the time 


being, as aforeſaid, is hereby impowered 


to grant. Provided always, that no 


ſuch perſon ſhall be permitted to con- 


ſult or inſpect any ſuch book, charter, 


deed, or other manuſcript ; except in the 


preſence of the principal librarian, or 


of one of the officers of that department 


to which ſuch book, deed, charter, or 


other manuſcript {hall belong. 


10. That no part of the collection or 
collections belonging to this Muſeum, 
be at any time carried out of the general 


repolitory; 
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[ 26 ] 
repoſitory; except ſuch books, charters, | 


deeds, or other :manuſcripts as may be 


wanted to be made uſe of in evidence. 


And that when any ſuch book, charter, 
deed, or other manuſcript ſhall be wanted | 
to be made uſe of in evidence, applica- | 


tion ſhall be made in writing for that pur- 


5 poſe, to the Truſtees in a general meet- 


2 ing, or the ſtanding committee : 


not to admit of an application to the 


truſtees in a general meeting, or the | 


ſtanding committee, then to the principal 
librarian ; or in caſe of his death or ab- 
ſence, then to ſuch of the under libra- 


_ rians as ſhall officiate as ſecretary for the 


time being : and thereupon by their or 
His direQion, the lame ſhall and may be 
carried 


and if 
the caſe ſhould require ſuch diſpatch, as 


1 27 J 
carried out of the general repoſitory, to 
be made uſe of in evidence as aforeſaid, 
by the under librarian or aſſiſtant of tlie 
department to which ſuch book, charter, 
deed, or other manuſcript ſhall belong. 


And in caſe the faid under librarian, or 
; aſſiſtant of the ſaid department be diſ- i} 
: ; |; 
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abled, or cannot attend; then by ſuck . 
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other of the under librarians, or aſſiſ- 
tants, as ſhall be appointed by the Truſ- 
tees, in a general meeting, or the ſtand- 
ing committee, or by the chief librarian 4 


or by ſuch of the under librarians as 
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ſhall officiate as ſecretary for the time 


being aforeſaid. And the perſon who 
ſhall be appointed to carry out the ſame, 5 


93 ſhall attend the whole time, and bring 


0 
it back with him again; for which ex- 


41 | 3 


tr aordinary 


{8 ] 


traordinary trouble and attendance it is 


expected that a proper ſatisfaction be 


made to him, 


Although it may be preſumed, that 
perſons who ſhall be admitted to ſee the 


Muſeum, will in general conform them- 


ſelves to the rules and orders above- 


7 mentioned ; yet as it may happen, that 
_ thele rules may not always be duly ob- 


ſerved : the Truſtees think it neceſſary 
for the ſafety and preſervation of the 
Muſeum, and do nereby order, that i in 
caſe any perſons ſhall behave in an im- 


Proper manner, and contrary to the ſald 


rules, and ſhall continue ſuch mithe- | 


haviour after having been admoniſhed 
by one of the ollicers; ſuch perſons 
- Ha 
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Whereas, 
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porter: who is hereby ordered not to 
meeting. 


deliver tickets to them for their ad- 
direction from the Truſtees in a general 


from the Muſeum ; and their names ſhall 
miſſion for the future; without a ſpecial 


be entered in a book to be kept by the 
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Whereas, beſides the ſtatutes and 


rules made and eſtabliſhed con- | 


cerning the manner in which the 


Collection is to be viewed, and 


rendered uſeful to the public, 


” which ſtatutes and rules are 


: printed and publiſhed, it will 
be neceſſary that other orders 
and rules, of a more private na- 
ture, be made for the better 
management and preſervation 


of the Muſeum, and of every. 


thing belonging thereto : The 


Truſtees, in a general meeting, 


| have thought fit to make the 


following Orders. 
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General Orders and rules for the ma- 


nagement of the Muſeum, and the 
affairs thereof. 


i. Tnar there be four general meet- | 
ings of the Truſtees at the Muſeum, i 1-4 
every year; the days for ſuch meetings 
in each year to be appointed at the laſt 
ſtated general meeting of the preceding 
year. 


2. That beſides the aforeſaid general 


meetings, it ſhall be in the power of 


the ſtanding committee, or of any other 


three Truſtees, to call, at ſuch times as 
they ſhall think expedient, extraordi- 
nary general meetings, by giving pro- 


831 


T9 1] 
per notice to the principal librarian * 0 
or, in his allowed abſence from the Wk 
Muſeum, then to ſuch of the under li- by 


brarians as ſhall officiate as ſecretary for 
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the time being; who is, upon ſuch no- 
tice, to ſend the uſual ſummons for that 


purpoſe, to each of the Truſtees, 


43: That for the better enforcing and 
carrying into execution the orders and 
rules, that ſhall from time to time be 
made by the general meeting, and alſo 
for the more eaſy management of all 
the affairs relating to the Muſeum, the 
preſent ſtanding committee, or another to 
be at any time appointed by the Truſtees 
in a general meeting, ſhall always ſub- 
fit ; which committee (whereof three 
3 


E 
ſhall be a quorum) mall meet at the of 


Muſeum on one ſtated day every fort- er 


night, ſuch as they ſhall appoint, and Cl 

as much oftner as they ſhall judge to be ra 

neceſſary or expedient for the benefit or {h 

ſervice of the Muſeum ; ; and at ſuch ne 

other times as they ſhall be ſummoned ur 

| by order of any three Truſtees, ſignified ſe 

as is expreſſed in the preceding article; ar 

N and that all the Truſtees, who ſhall at ar 

any time come to the committee, ſhall ei 

„ of the ſaid committee. th 

| 1 That the ſaid committee have # © 
| power to make temporary orders, in 

| © eh” caſes, concer rning the Muſeum, . 

NY as may feem to be of too little impor- re 

| tance to require the immediate calling th 


a 0 


2 
hw 


Ff 
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of a general meeting; or, on preſſing 


emergencies, where there i is not ſuffi- 


cient time to take the ſenſe of a gene- 
ral meeting; in all which caſes, they 
ſhall report ſuch orders to the next ge- 


neral meeting: but where the matter 


under their deliberation is of ſuch con- 
ſequence, as to deſerve the attention 
and determination of a general meeting, 
and the time will permit, they ſhall 

3 either cauſe one to be ſummoned for 
that purpoſe, or lay the ſame before the 
next ſtated general meeting, as they 

| ſhall judge to be moſt expedicnt. 


5. To ſettle, and determine, or to 


refer to a general meeting, according as 


they ſhall thi: K moſt proper, all dif- 
| C- 2 putes 


[36] 

putes and differences among the offi- 
cers, if any ſuch ſhould happen to 
ariſe, and cannot otherwiſe be accom- 
modated. e N 


. 0 enquire as often as they ſhall 
think fit, into the conduct of all the of- 


ficers and ſervants; to receive from the 
principal librarian, or one or more of 
the ſubordinate officers, any ſcheme or 
propoſal for the better ordering or ma- 
naging the Muſeum, or any part of it; 
as alſo any complaint of neglect in the 


management thereof, or of diſobedience 


to the orders of the general meeting or 


committee, and give ſuch directions 


therein as they ſhall think proper; and 
if they ſhall Judge i it to deſerye the no- 


tice 


toy Tr 


tice and conſideration of a general meet- 


ing, they ſhall lay the fame before ſuch 


meeting. 


7. To give leave of abſence to the 


officers, upon application from the ſaid 


officers, and at ſuch times as they ſhall 
Judge proper; provided, that ſuch leave 
of abſence do not exceed the ſpace of 


thirty days i in one year, unleſs the caſe 


ſhould appear to be of ſuch importance, 


as neceſſarily to require longer abſence ; | 
and that the faid leave be not granted 


to more than three of all the officers at 


one and the ſame time, nor to ſo many, 
unleſs in caſes of neceſſity ; it being un- 
derſtood, that there ſhall always re- 
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main one officer at leaſt in each depart- 


8. To appoint one of the endet te | 


ſupply the place of the keeper of the 


reading room, during his allowed ab- 


ſence. 


9. To overlook and examine the bills 


of tradeſmen, and all other demands 


upon the Muſeum; and if they approve 


the ſame, to order the receiver and ex- 


penditor to pay the ſame, or, where 


they think it more proper, to make 
draughts upon ſuch perſon as ſhall or 


may, from time to time, be appointed 


by the Truſtces i in a general meeting, to 
act 


act 


rat 


tir 


fo 
of] 


t 


rec 


of 


ac 


_ 


ſet 


18 


te 


E 1 


act as banker or caſhier to the corpo- 


ration. 


10. To make draughts from time to 
time upon the ſaid caſhier, or banker, 


for the payment of the ſalaries of the 


officers, as alſo for ſuch money as they 
ſhall think proper to be impreſt to the 


recelver and expenditor, 


11. To grant leave to any Foreigner 


of diſtinguiſhed eminence, or who, upon e 


account of his ſudden departure, cannot 1 


obtain tickets in the common courſe, to 
ſee the Muſeum at any time, when it "4 
is open for the common inſpection, at- 


tended by the principal librarian, 
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12. If any perſon engaged in a work 
of learning, or in the proſecution of any 
uſeful deſign, has occaſion to examine 


any part of the collection, with more 


attention than can be done either in the 


ordinary way of viewing the Muſeum, 


or in the reading- room, without car- 


rying into it a greater number of ſpeci- 


mens or books than can conveniently be 


done; to give leave to ſuch perſon to 
view the faid collection at thoſe hours, 


when the officers of the reſpective de- 


partments are not engaged in their at- 


tendance upon the company admitted 
by tickets, and during the time when 
the Muſeum 1 is open. 


13. In caſe of the fickneſs, death; or 
allowed 


allo 
offi 
ſha] 
nu! 


ſeu 


"F#1 
allowed abſence of more than one of the 
officers, to leſſen and reſtrain, if they 
ſhall think fit during that time, the 
number of tickets for viewing the Mu- 
ſeum, in ſuch manner, as they ſhall 


judge moſt proper. 


14. To give leave of admiſſion to any 
proper perſon or perſons i into the garden, 
wpon their ee 


I Ta That once in the year, at the leaſt, 
there be a general viſitation of the Mu- 
ſeum by the Truſtees ; not on any cer- 
tain day annually, but on ſuch days, as 
ſhall in each year be appointed by a ge- 
neral meeting previous thereto. 


16. That 


tel 


16. That beſides the ſaid annual ge- | 
neral viſitation, the Truſtees in a ge- 


neral meeting may appoint other viſita- 
tions, either of the whole, or of any 


part of the collection, as often, and on 


Waun, as they ſhall think it. 


17. That proper notice of the tis 
and hour of every viſitation, whether 
general or partial, be ſent to each of the 


Truſtees, and that his company be de- 
Wed on that occaſion, 


18. That the porter deliver out no 


tickets for thoſe days, on which a viſi- 
tation 1s to be made, | 


19. That every Truſtee have free ac- 


cels, 


Tar 
ceſs, without a ticket, as of right he 


ought, to any part of the Muſeum; but 


that it ſhall be only during ſuch time as 


the Muſeum ſhall be open to view ; and 


that he ſhall not introduce any perſon 


who has not a ticket. 


20. That every Truſtee, who ſhall 


have occaſion to conſult any book, ma- 


nuſcript, or other part of the collection, 
may require the ſame from the officer 
of the reſpective departments, and make 
uſe of the ſame in whatever part of che 
E Muſeum he ſhall judge convenient, du- 
ring the time that the Muſeum ſhall be 
| open; and that upon his leaving the 


Muſeum, he return ſuch book, manu- 


. ſcript, or part of the collection, to one 


of 
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of the ſaid officers, or to the keeper of 


the reading-room. 


21. That every Truſtee ſhall likewiſe 


have liberty, at all ſeaſonable hours, not 
only of going himſelf, but alſo of intro- 
ducing and bringing with him into the 


garden, ſuch perſons of his family or 


acquaintance, as he will accompany 
during their ſtay there. 


22. That the officers and their friends, 


and relations living with them in the 


houſe, have leave to go into the garden, 


and to carry with them ſuch perſons as 


| they will accompany during their ſtay 


there, and be anſwerable for. 


23. And 


\ * 


ES 


24. And that the ſeveral orders and 


rules eſtabliſhed, or to be eſtabliſhed, 


by the Truſtees in general meetings, 
may be more exactly obſerved and com- 
plied with, the ſeveral Truſtees are re- 


queſted frequently to viſit the Muſeum 


itſelf, at ſuch times, as the ſame ſhall 


| be open to view. vis. lat Leu = 


II. Con- 


[ 46 f 
II. 


Concerning the duty in general of the 


principal librarian, and other officers 


of the Britiſh Muſeum : 


It! 18 ordered, 


; i Tnar four of the officers at leaſt | 
ſhall lic in the houſe every night, ac- 


cording to their turns, to be determined 


by a rota, which 1 is from time to time to 


be ſettled by the ſtanding committee; 


of which tour officers, the principal 


librarian, or one of the under librarians, 


: all be one. 


2. That it may nevertheleſs be allow- 
able for any officer, whoſe turn it may 


be to lie abroad, to exchange occaſi- 


onally 


Oln 


WI 


THY 


A } 


onaally that turn (if he pleaſes ſo to do) 


with another, who may be deſirous of 
lying abroad at that time. 


3. That as the principal librarian is 
chiefly entruſted with the care and cuſ- 


tody of the Muſeum, he do attend 
therein, as conſtantly as ſhall be neceſ- 
fary for the diſcharge of his duty, and 
for putting in execution the orders of the 


Truſtees which have any relation to 


him. 


4. That none of the ſubordinate offi- 


cers, whoſe turn it is to attend the com- 


panies admitted by tickets, according 
to the new method eſtabliſhed for ſhew- 


ing the Muſeum, be abſent during the 


time 


pau 
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time the Muſeum is open, unleſs in caſes 
of neceſſity, with leave of the principal 
librarian, which caſes alſo he ſhall re- 
port to the ſtanding committee at their 
next meeting, but that the attendance 


of any one of the other officers may be | 


diſpenſed with, Provided an officer be 


KC 


pb always in readineſs to attend d (each _— 


Gm p. partment,) when occaſion ſhall require! 


* / and that it be left to the care of the prin- 


2 7 5 5 Scipal librarian, in caſe of any ſuch ab- 


ſence, as is above deſcribed, to ſupply | 


the abſence of any officer, out of the 

other officers then preſent, who ſhall at 
that time, be unemployed j in attending 
the company. 


5. That the Muſeum be never left 


.at 


Pany op offreante 


eft 


at 


9 1 


at any time whatſoever, without One at 5 
leaſt of the officers within the ame. or 
the precincts thereof; except during the 


time of divine ſervice on Sundays, Good- 


Friday, Chriſtmas-day, and all days ap- 


pointed occaſionally to be kept holy by 
publick authority; that proper orders 


may be given, and due care taken, for 


its preſervation, in caſe of fire, or any 


other accident, which may endanger the 


Muſeum, « or any thing belonging there- 


to; in wW 


which caſes the principal libra- 


rian, or, in his abſence, the perſon offi- 
ciating as ſecretary for the time being; 
or in the abſence of both of them, ſuch : 
officer as laſt officiated as ſecretary; or, 
in his abſence, the other under librarian; 


but if j it ſhould happen that none of the 


D 


above- 
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above-mentionedofficers be preſent, then 


ſuch officer, whoſe turn it is to attend 


in the Muſeum, as is herein after or- 


dered, ſhall be, and is hereby impowered | 

to give ſuch orders as he ſhall judge will 
beſt conduce to the fafcty and preſerva- 
tion of the ſame. 


6. That, for this end, each of the 

ſubordinate officers ſhall take his turn , 
unleſs he be gone into the country, with 

the leave of the general meeting or ſtand- 
ing committee, to ſtay and remain with- 
£ in the Muſeum, or precincts thereof, 
for the ſpace of twenty-four hours, ac- 


cording to a rota, to be ſettled and eſta- 
| bliſhed for that purpoſe; and that the 
principal librarian take care that one of 


the 


th 
he 


th 


te 


at 


"TH 
the three men ſervants attend in the 


houſe or Muſeum, at the times when 


the abſence of the officers is permitted. 


7. That this, however, ſhall not ex= 


tend to prevent an exchange of the turns 
directed in the rota, either for the whole 


or a part of the twenty-four hours; if 


the officers ſhall agree thereto among 


themſelves, and one will undertake to 


attend for another, whoſe turn it is: 


but to prevent all manner of diſputes, | 


the officer ſo conſenting to attend in lieu 


of another, ſhall enter, in a book to be 


prepared for that purpoſe, a memoran- _ 
dum fignifying the ſame, and ſpecifying 
the time that he has agreed to attend for 


the other ; which memorandum ſhall be 
D 2 ſigned 


k 


ſigned by his own hand, and the ſaid 


book ſhall be kept by the porter. 


8. That all the officers give 1 at- | 


tendance at all viſitations of the Mu- 


ſeum, appointed by the general meet- 


45 ing, and that the principal librarian and 


one officer of each department be within 


the Muſeum, or precincts thereof, dur- | 


ing the time that every other general 


meeting ſhall be e ſitting 


9. That the ſeveral officers, before 
they lock up the rooms in the Muſeum 
belonging to their reſpective depart- 


ments, ſhall cauſe all the windows in 


the firſt ſtate- ſtory and baſe- -ſtory to be 


ſhut up and ſecured, and ſuch care to | 


be 


T1 
be taken of the fires i in the ſtoves, that 


no da anger may ariſe therefrom; that 


they viſit the ſaid rooms as ſoon as con- 
veniently may be after the company is 
gone, to ſee that this is done; and that 


no perſon be admitted to come into the 


Muſeum after the expiration of che ſta- 
ted hours. 


10. That immediately after the com- 
pany has left the Muſeum, and the offi- 


cers ſnut up their apartments, the por- 


ter lock up the outward doors of the 
body of the houſe, 


11. That every night, immediately 
before the watch is ſet, the meſſenger | 
Jo through the hall, paſſages, and other 
DE places, 


(1 


places, from whence danger may be ap- 


prehended, and examine whether ever 


part of them is ſafe from accidents of 


any kind, and ſce that no perſon is lurk- 


ing therein; and make his report to the | 


principal librarian, or in his abſence, to 


the officer then in attendance, accord- 


ing to the rota above-mentioned : and 


in the performance of this duty, he ſhall, 


if the principal librarian or ſaid officer 
think it requiſite, be aſſiſted by the por- 


ter, the two watchmen, or any of them, 


12 And fince, for this ſervice, and for 


lighting the fires, or in caſe of accidents 


happening in the night, it will or may 


be neceſſary, that lighted candles ſhould 
be brought into the Muſeum or body of 


3 „ 


Cb 


. 
the houſe, ſuch lighted candles, for 


thoſe uſes, ſhall be carried in lanthorns, 


to be provided for that purpoſe: but 


lighted candles are never to be brought 


into the Muſeum on any other occaſion, 


or in any other manner, except for the 


uſe of the general meeting or ſtanding 


committee, when they ſhall fit in the 
: night; at which time the perſon offi- 
cCiating as ſecretary, ſhall, as ſoon as the 
: meeting is broke up, and the Truſtees 
a are gone, ſee that all the candles be put 

out, and the fires extinguiſhed, at leaſt 
N ſ far as that no danger can ariſe there- 
5 from. 
7 | RS 
11 13. And all the officers, and parti- 


Ff ö cularly the principal librarian, are to 
e | D 4 take 


„ ; 

take care that all the above orders re- 
ating to fires and candles, be punGtually 
complied with. 


14. But if, notwithſtanding all theſe 


: precautions, a fire ſhould unfortunately | 


break out in the Muſeum itſelf, or any 
of the buildings thereto belonging, or 


even in the neighbourhood thereof; or 


if any other accident ſhould happen, - 


whereby the Muſeum or collection ſhould 


be in danger, every officer or ſervant di- 


covering it or being apprized thereof, 


ſhall immediately give notice of it to all 


the other officers and ſervants, who are 


i forthwith to give their attendance, and 
utmoſt aſſiſtance, for the preſervation of 
the Muſeum, and of every thing con- 
tained 


tai 


E 1 
tained in it, or belonging thereto ; and 
immediate notice of the accident ſhall 
be ſent to ſuch of the Truſtees as live 
within a reaſonable diſtance from the 
Muſeum. 1 on 


I5. And, that the engines for extin- 


guiſhing fires, and the pipes belonging 


to them, may be at all times fit for uſe 


and ſervice, the | principal librarian ſhall 


take care that the ſame be kept in good 
order ; and that both the ſaid engines 


be worked twice a year, and that during : 


the ſummer months ; and that the re- 
ſervoir over the Engine-houſe be always 


full or nearly full of water. 


16. And when, at any time, he goes 
out of the precincts of the Muſeum, he 


ſhall 


9 1] 
ſhall leave the keys of the caſes of the 


ſtop-cocks (which, by the contract with 
the New River company, are to be en- 
truſted to his care) ſealed up in ſome 
known part of his apartment, that the 


ſtop- cocks may be made uſe of, in caſe 


any accident of fire ſhould * dur- 


ing his abſence. 5 


III. And 


hacks. feed 


59 J 
III. 
And with reſpect to ſome other duties 


(not before particularly ſpecified] of 
the principal librarian and ſubordinate 
officers: 


A ordered, 


Tar the principal librarian (or 


in caſe of his ſickneſs, or allowed ab- 


ſence, the ſecretary for the time being) 


take care, that all the other officers and 


ſervants perform their reſpective duties, 


and obey the orders that already have 


been, or hereafter ſhall be made, by the 


Truſtees in a general meeting, or the 


ſtanding committee; and alſo take all 
reaſonable care, that no perſon be al- 
lowed to come into the garden, or the 


Muſeum, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
{ 
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F vo 1 
Muſeum, or to make uſe of the ſame, 


in any other manner than is hereby, or 


by any former order allowed, or with- 


out ſuch leave a8 is herein directed to be 


given. 


2. And if he, or the officer aforeſaid, 


thall obſerve, or be informed, that any 
of the ſaid officers or ſervants are guilty 
of irregularities, or do not perform their 
reſpective duties, and conform them- 
ſelves to all the orders already made, or 
that ſhall hereafter be made, by the 


Truſtees in a general meeting, or by the 


ſtanding committee, he is to admoniſh, 


in a proper and diſcreet manner, the 
"_ ſo offending; and in caſe, after 


ſuch admonition, ſuch perſon ſhall not 


behav 
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behave better, he is to make complaint 


thereof to the general meeting, or ſtand- 
ing committee, who will take ſuch or- 


der therein, as to them ſhall appear fit 


and reaſonable. 


3. He, or the officer aforeſaid, is to 
appoint ſuch of the ſubordinate officers, 


orin caſe of neceſlity, ſuch other perſon 


belonging to the houſe as can beſt be 
ſpared, to ſupply the place of keeper of 


the reading-room, when ſickneſs or any 


_ unforeſeen accident ſhould occaſion his 


abſence ; according to ſuch general di- 


rection as he ſhall from time to time 


receive from the Truſtees, 


4. He, or the officer aforeſaid, is to 


ay 
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lay before the general meeting, or com- 


mittee, any ſcheme for the improvement, 


or greater ſecurity of the collection, or 
any part thereof, that ſhall either occut 


to himſelf, or be delivered unto him in tl 
writing by any of the other officers. 0¹ 
; | = 
5. He, or the officer aforeſaid, Or in O 
the abſence of both of them, one of the fit 
- under librarians, is to keep all the printed 1 
blank tickets for admiſſion; and to de- 
liver out to the porter, from time to 
time, a ſufficient number; and to ex- tc 
amine the porter's regiſter of perſons || o 
deſiring admittance to view the collec- ol 
tion. And if either from his own ob- | be 
ſervation, or from any other particular c 
circumſtance, he ſhall judge any perſon ce 


5 applying 
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| applying for, or brin ging a ticket, to be 


improper or unfit to be admitted into 
the Muſeum, he ſhall not ſuffer them 
to be admitted thereunto, but ſhall put 
them off in the moſt prudent and leaſt 
offenſive manner that he can; and give 
the porter orders not to enter the name 


of ſuch perſons into the regiſter for the 


2 future, without the ſpecial order of the 


ſtanding committee or his own. 


6. Upon complaint made to him, or 
to the officer aforeſaid, by one or more 


of the other officers, or upon his own. 


obſervation, that any perſons, who ſhall 


be admitted to view or make uſe of the 
collection, behave improperly or do not 
conform themſelves to the rules and or- 


ders 
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ders already preſcribed, or thite ſhall 


hereafter be preſcribed in relation there- 
to, he is immediately to admoniſh ſuch 
: perſons to behave in a proper and regular 
manner; which if, after ſuch admoni- 
tion, they ſhall refuſe or neglect to do, 
he ſhall cauſe them forthwith to depart 
from the Muſeum, and direct the porter 


to enter their names and additions 3 in a 


book, to be provided for that purpoſe; 


and order him not to permit them to 

come again into the Muſeum, or pre- 
cincts thereof, until ſuch prohibition 
ſhall be taken off, by the Truftees 1 in a 
general meeting; to whom, at their next 
meeting, he ſhall communicate the mat- 


ter, and what he has done therein. 


7. In 


” L991 1 
5. In caſe of the ſickneſs, death, of 


allowed abſence of one or more of the 


other officers, the principal librarian is 
to procure, if it be needful, the place 
of ſuch officer to be ſupplied, and his 
duty in attending the perſons admitted 
to view the Muſeum to be performed, 


in the beſt manner that he can; and to 
report what he has done to the general 
| meeting or ſtanding committee, and take 


their fur ther directions therein 3 and on 


| | 
all occaſions to give ſuch affiſtance to — 


the officers in exhibiting the collection 
to view, as the Truſtees in a general 
+ meeting, or ſtanding committee, ſhall. 


. | think proper to order and direct, 


8. And whenſoever any foreigner of —— 
oY . dif- 
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diſtinguiſhed eminence ſhall come to 
ſee the Muſeum (either with a ticket, 


according to the common method, or 


by an eſpecial order of the Truſtees, in 
a general meeting, or of the ſtanding 
committee) the principal librarian, if 
not abſent from the Muſeum with pro- 
per leave, ſhall attend ſuch | perſon in 
viewing the whole collection; and he 
may alſo in caſe of neceſlity, ſhew the 
| Muſeum to any ſuch perſon, without 


ſuch eſpecial order. 


9. | The ſubordinate officers are to be 


, particularly careful, that every thing 
within their reſpective departments be 
at all times preſerved in as good and 


exact order as may be, and that the 


2 ck apartments 
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apartments containing that part of thi 


collection, which is ander their care, 
be kept as neat and clean as it conſiſtent 

with admitting perſons to view and 
make ule of the ſame. 


10. But if any perſons admitted to 
view or make uſe of the collection, ſhall 
behave irregularly i in any reſpect, or con-„ ö 
trary to the rules preſcribed and laid 
down in relation thereto; the officer 
attending them, ſhall, in a civil man- 
ner, admoniſh and deſire thoſe perſons 
to behave better; which, if, after ſuch 
admonition, they ſhall refuſe or neglect 
to do; he is to make complaint thereof 
to the principal librarian ; and if the | 
principal | librarian be not in the way, = 
E 2 the 
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the ſaid. officer ſhall cauſe ſuch perſon 
forthwith to withdraw from the Mu- 
ſeum, and take the firſt opportunity to 
acquaint the principal librarian there- 
with; or in his abſence, the under li- 
brarian, officiating as ſecretary for the 
time being. - 


11. One of the ſubordinate officers, 


who has the care of that part of the 
collection, into which perſons bringing 
tickets are to be firſt admitted, ſhall, at 


the hours of nine, eleven, and one, on 


thoſe days when the Muſeum is to be 


viewed in the morning; and, at the 


hours of four, and ſix, when perſons 


are to be admitted to view the ſame i in 
the afternoon, repair to the room al- 
lotted 


lot 


till 
the 


aft 
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lotted for the reception of ſuch perſons 


till ſuch time as the hour mentioned in 


their tickets reſpectively be come; and 


after examining the tickets, ſhall con- 


duct the perſons bringing tickets for 
that hour into the apartments under his 
care, in order to their viewing the 
ſame, And that he and the other offi- 


cers may the better be apprized of the 


time when each company is to come 


into, and to leave the Muſeum, the 


meſſenger ſhall give notice thereof, by 


ringing a bell, upon which notice, the — 
officers ſhall cauſe all the perſons, who 


come to view the collection with tickets, 


forthwith to remove out of. the Mu- 


ſcum, which if any ſuch perſons ſhall 
refuſe, or neglect to do, the fame ſhall 
be 
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be conſtrued to be irregular behaviour, 
and the perſons ſo offending, ſhall be f 
treated in the manner already preſcribed 
with regard to perſons guilty of miſ- 
behaviour. 


14. The ſubordinate officern are to | 


be aiding and afſiſting to the principal 


librarian, in all matters relating to his 


duty, in reſpect to the care and cuſtody I 
of the Muſeum. 


1 13. They are all to obſerve, whether 


any irregularities are committed, or the 


orders of the Truſtees contravened by 


any perſon whatſoever, as well thoſe 
who are not, as thoſe, who are ſervants 
belonging to the Muſeum; and upon 


diſcovery 
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are 
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diſcovery of any ſuch irregularities, they 


are to acquaint the principal librarian, 
or, as the caſe may require, the ſtand- 


ing committee or general meeting there- 


with, to the end that the like may be 


prevented for the future, and that the 


collection may receive no detriment 


thereby. 


bi; In caſe any of the ſubordinate 


officers ſhall form any ſcheme, which 
they ſhall think will tend to the im- 


provement, or better preſervation of the 


Muſeum, or of any thing relating there- 
to, they ſhall deliver ſuch ſcheme in 
writing, figned with their own hands, 
to the principal librarian, in order that, 
if they deſire it, he 1 may lay the ſcheme. 


before 


1 


neral meeting, according as they ſhall © 
chooſe ; which, if he ſhall refuſe or ne- 1 


glect to do, they may ſend i in the ſame, 
or a copy thereof, ſigned as aforeſaid, 


5 and ſealed up, to the ſtanding committee, 


or general meeting, when ſitting. 


15. The principal librarian, and all | f 


the ſubordinate officers; are to obey and 


conform themſelves to all the orders or 


directions, that already have been, or 


ſhall hereafter be made or given by the 


Truſtees ina general meeting, or by the | 
ſanding committee, relating to the Mu- 3 
ſeum, or the affairs thereof, though ſuch 


orders ſhould, in the caſe of the ſubor- 
dinate officers, occaſionally injoin ſer= 
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vices in departments to which they are 
not reſpectively aſſigned. 


16. Andi it is the deſire and intention 


of the Truſtees, and they do expect, that 
5 good underſtanding ſhould, as far as 
poſſible, ever ſubſiſt among all the offi- 
cers belonging to the Muſeum ; and that 
as on the one hand, it is neceſſary that a 
proper ſubordination be preſerved, and 
a due deference be ſhewn (in every thing 
| relating to the Muſeum) by thoſe, who 
bear an inferior, to thoſe who enjoy a 
5 ſuperior office therein ; ſo on the other 


hand, each of a ſuperior, ſhould treat 


thoſe of an inferior rank, in regard to 
their offices, with condeſcenſion and 
reſpect: and that all of them in general 


J ſhould 
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ſhould conſider themſelves, and the 


other officers, as gentlemen living under 


the ſame roof, and equally engaged dn 


carrying on the ſame noble defi, 12D, and ä 
among whom, for that, as well as for 
other reaſons, no perſondl pique or ani- | 
moſity ſhould ever find the leaſt Place; . 
but the moſt perfect harmony and a true 
ſpirit of benevolence ought always to be 
cultivated and prevail. 


It is hereby intended and declared, 


that none of the particular reſtraints 


herein contained, are to be conſtrued 


to extend to the Royal Family, when 
they mall do the Muſeum the honour of 


viſiting it in perſon, ; 


be 
8 
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